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“Everyone seems to have his private servant, who

is to be scolded and sworn at from morning to
night for most unintentional and invisible
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offences, and whose first duty is to Salaam and

cringe and get out of the way, and who sleeps on
the mat on the tiles by his master’s door... we hope

seemsto here. Itis almostintolarable at table.”

911772581 | 478004

(Tour, 5 March, 1878, Calcutta)
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‘Geography as a mature subject is capable
of a higher development than it has yet
reached. In this connection it will be well
to review briefly the three stages of
development recognizable in the program
of our vulnerable subject. Until within about
a hundred years the content of geography
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consisted of a body of uncorrelated facts
concentrating the earth and its inhabitants.
The facts were described empiricaly, as a
rule very imperfectly.’
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geography may still deal with the
salient facts and place man
conspicuously in the foreground; more
advance geography may include
examples of greater complexity, try
aways selecting important rather than
trivial matters; but the investigator
must study, the trivial items along
investigator with the greater ones, and
al must be duly scrutinised, described
and classified”.

(Courtsey : Biographical Memoir in of
William Morris Davis, by Reginald A. Daly,
National Academy of Sciences of USA).
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“In the spring of 1883 | had a very
discouraging letter from President
Eliot. in which he said that my
chance of promotion at Harvard was
small and that | had better look
elsewhere for it. By great good
fortune my old teacher Raphael
Pumpelly invited me to spend the
summer of that year in Montana,
where he was in charge of the
Northern Transcontinental Survey for
the Northern Pacific Railroad. | went
out there with the idea that the Plains
of eastern Montana were smooth
because they had recently emerged
from the sea in which their strata
had been laid down. To my great
surprise it was soon discovered that
the Plains were fairly smooth
because they had been almost
completely worn down from a much
greater original altitude; not down
to sea level, but to so small an
altitude that their rivers had gentle
fall; also that since that their down-

wearing their rivers had begun again
to cut new valleys in consequence of
some change, perhaps a small new
uplift. The evidence for this
conclusion was, first, the repeated
occurrence of low outcrop scarps of
faintly inclined resistant strata, all
of which had been worn back from
their original extension. Second, the
occurrence of several dike walls from
100 to 500 feet in undulating height;
they must have been enclosed when
driven up for otherwise their lava
would have spread over the Plains
far and wide. Third, the presence of
several lava-capt mesas, which
evidently represented slight hollows in
the land surface at the time of the
outflow of their lava, and which
survived today over the lower land
worn down where not lava protected.
Fourth, the Crazy Mountains, which
stand 3000 or 4000 feet above the
plains, because their nearly
horizontal strata are knit
together by a multitude of
dikes.

It was thus forced upon me
that the plains are old, not
young; also that young val-
leys are now incised in the
old plains because of re-
vived erosion by their riv-
ers. The scheme of the cycle
of erosion, published in the
following year, was a natu-
ral outcome of this
summer’s observations. The
following years at Harvard
| introduced the natural
history of rivers into my
course on physical geogra-
phy, and thus enlivened what had been
before a very dull topic.
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(Comment by Davis, written for Rigdon, 1933,
pp.65-6)
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